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AMAZE YOUR FAMILY AND
FRIENDS WITH THESE FUN
FACTS ABOUT RHINO
1. There are five different species of rhino:
White rhino
Black rhino
Greater one horned rhino
(also knowns as Indian rhino)
Sumatran rhino
Javan rhino
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2. The name rhinoceros means ‘nose horn’
and its often shortened to rhino! Javan
and greater one horned rhino have one
horn, whereas the white, black
and Sumatran rhinos have two.
3. Both the white and black rhino are actually
grey in colour – white rhino came from the
Afrikaans word for “wide” and describes its
mouth! You can tell the difference
between a white and black rhino by
the shape of their mouths – the white
rhino has a wide square lip and the black
rhino has a pointed hook lip.
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4. These incredible creatures are some of
the biggest animals in the world! The
largest of the five species is the white
rhino, which can grow to 1.8m tall and can
weigh a massive 2,500kg – the same
weight of 30 men!
5. Despite their size, rhinos are herbivores
(plant eaters) and love to munch on
grass, plants and bushes!
6. A group of rhino is called a ‘crash’.
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7. A rhino horn is made from a protein called
keratin, the same substance that
fingernails and hair are made up of.
Unfortunately, some believe the horn has
medicinal properties and rhinos are
poached and killed to supply the demand
on the black market.
8. They often use stinky piles of poo to
communicate with each other! These are
known as ‘middens’. This allows
individuals to gather information about the
other rhinos in the area.
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9. The rhino skin is thick and protective,
however it can be sensitive to the hot sun,
so they will wallow in mud baths and cover
their bodies, nature’s sun cream!
10. Rhino are great diggers and excavate
minerals from the ground using their horns
and feet.

BONUS FACT!
11. Tapirs, horses and zebra are the closest
relatives to the rhino. These animals are
the odd-toed ungulates and their footprints
resemble the Ace of Clubs!
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