#BeMoreRhino
Protecting Rhinos
in the Wild

How we are
Protecting Rhinos?
Rhinoceros are critically endangered and, as
such, they desperately need our help. At the
start of the 20th century there were over
500,000 roaming the earth but now there are
less than 30,000 rhino living in the world today.
As you learnt in week 6 of #BeMoreRhino the
main threats to rhino are poaching and habitat
loss. However we can still save the rhino.
At Helping Rhinos we are committed to doing
all we can to ensure the long term survival of
the rhino. Read through this factsheet to learn
all about the different methods being used to
protect rhinos in the wild where they belong.

Return to the Wild
Zululand Rhino Orphanage care for rhino orphans
as well as two hippos. The goal of the orphanage is
to release all the orphans back into the wild.
To date the orphanage has released two rhinos back
into the wild.
With so many rhinos being lost to poachers, over
7,000 in the last ten years, every rhino matters in
the fight to save this iconic species.
Due to the high level of poaching in recent year
there has been a large number of rhino calves left
orphaned.
By saving the rhino orphans and caring for them 24
hours a day, the Orphanage can support and aid
their recovery.
As they grow big and strong they can be prepared
for returning to the wild.
Once back in the wild they can live the life their
deserve back in the wild.
As they grow older and mature they might have their
own rhino babies and help to increase the
population of rhinos.

Boots on the ground
Rangers are fundamental in the fight to save the
rhino and other wildlife; they play a crucial role in anti
poaching efforts.
Rangers face very challenging and difficult conditions
every day however they do not shy away from the
daily dangers they face.
Rangers work tirelessly patrolling national parks and
reserves, undertaking daily anti-poaching checks,
locating and removing snares, responding to reports
of incursions as well as wildlife crimes and working
with local communities to reduce wildlife crime.

At Helping Rhinos we are proud to partner with the
Black Mambas who are South Africa’s first all female
anti poaching unit who patrol 50,000 hectares of the
Balule Nature Reserve in the Greater Kruger National
Park.
Our partners Ol Pejeta Conservancy and Kariega
Game Reserve have fantastic anti poaching teams
which are made up of not just rangers but also anti
poaching dogs, who play a crucial role in protecting
rhino and other endangered wildlife.

Eyes in the Sky
The African Rhino Conservation Collaboration
(ARCC) is working towards securing a rhino
stronghold in the Eastern Cape
In partnership with ARCC Helping Rhinos has
been providing funding to pilot Siseko to build up
his flight hours and experience. As well as
building a fund for the costs of training future
pilots.

ARCC and Helping Rhinos are providing
monitoring and patrol flights to more than
40,000 hectares of rhino reserves in the
Eastern Cape.
The presence of a plane in and around a rhino
reserve makes a dramatic difference to anti
poaching efforts and acts as a major deterrent
to poachers, helping to protect rhinos in the
wild.

De-Horning
Rhino are facing a desperate situation, in 2019 in
South Africa alone 594 rhinos were poached for
their horn.
Many people ask whether removing the horn
would solve the problem, however it is not that
straight forward.
De-horning rhinos does not always deter
poachers and there are cases whereby rhino have
still been poached some 12-18months after dehorning.

However when combined with extensive antipoaching efforts de-horning can be effective.
De-horning a rhino is an intrusive operation as the
rhino will need to be darted and anesthetised but
removing the horn is painless and the horn will
grow back as it is made keratin which is the same
material as our hair fingernails.
In order to keep protecting rhino and ensuring
they can live peacefully in the wild we do need to
find new and innovative ways to protect them, dehorning is one such method being used.

A Safe Haven
Ol Pejeta is a 400 square kilometre safe haven for
wildlife in Kenya.
As well as being threatened by poaching rhino are
also threatened by habitat loss. As the human
population grows the land that is home to our
wildlife is placed under greater pressure.
Helping Rhinos are proud to partner with Ol Pejeta
Conservancy, who are playing a key role in creating
new habitat for wildlife and in particular their rhino,
this includes bringing additional land in the
conservancy.
For rhino to thrive we need to find a way to live
harmoniously with wildlife and provide them with a
safe haven.

