#BeMoreRhino
Black Mambas
Anti-Poaching Unit

Who are the Black Mambas?
The Black Mambas are South Africa's first all-female
anti-poaching unit. They are a group of 36 young
African women who aim to prevent wildlife, including
rhinos, being illegally hunted (poached) in the Balule
Nature Reserve, part of the Greater Kruger National
Park.
The Mambas patrol the reserve looking for signs of
illegal hunting (poaching) activity. They set up camera
traps, close any holes under the fences, search for
animal and human tracks and animal traps. The
Mambas do not carry any weapons, however, they
work closely with armed patrol units who provide them
with help if signs of poaching activity are discovered.
Kruger National Park is home to the largest population
of rhino in world, therefore the rhinos are victim to
more hunting attacks than any other area in Africa.
There can be up to 11 different poaching 'gangs' at
any one time operating in this area, so the Black
Mambas play a vital role in early detections.

The Bush Babies
The other important work that the Black Mambas do is
deliver engaging conservation education to local
schools through their thriving Bush Babies outreach
programme.
Thousands of local children benefit from weekly
classes on conservation, with many enjoying an
annual visit to the Reserve to experience first-hand the
conservation of wildlife and how it impacts life in their
communities.
The Black Mambas, are the voice in the community
through their conservation work. They want their
communities to understand that there are far greater
benefits to them through rhino conservation.

How the Black Mambas
have helped
The Black Mambas have achieved a 63% reduction
in poaching incidents in their area of operation since
being formed.
Detection rate of poaching activity is close to 100%,
through detecting animal traps and wholes in fences.
This early detection has provided safer landscapes
for animals.
Reached out to thousands of children in different
primary schools, improving the teaching environment
and educating them on the importance of
conservation.

A day in the life of a Mamba:
Leitah Mkhabela
Leitah is a supervisor for the Black Mambas and she
spends 21 days away from her family every month.
Leitah gives the Mambas their patrol (walk) orders
each day so that they can conduct their morning foot
patrols from 6:30am until 9:30am and then night
vehicle patrols from 6pm to 11pm. She is also
responsible for organising the daily schedule.
She monitors them via the computer in the operation
room to see where they are and what is happening.
“As a Supervisor, I have had the huge privilege of
representing the Black Mambas in Australia, USA and
Kenya and very much enjoy my work and the
opportunities I have been given”.

